
THREE WAYS TO QUICKLY IDENTIFY 

CONFEDERATE CURRENCY 

Collecting Civil War Confederate currency is potentially very profitable because of the 

nostalgia for the time period in Southern states, but also rife with fakes. Some of the 

confusion surrounding Civil War-era currency comes from innocent mistakes, such as 

facsimiles, and from criminals purposely printing forgeries. Recognizing some of the 

most common signs of a facsimile or forgery can eliminate most fraudulent sales. 

The Cut 

The South was cash-strapped during the Civil War and could not afford the machinery 

needed to properly cut paper money. Instead, they used scissors and other hand-cut 

methods. This means that legitimate Confederate currency should not have perfectly cut 

edges like you would see on modern currency. You might even compare Confederate 

currency to how a coupon looks after you cut it out from a newspaper. 

The Paper 

Again, the Confederate States of America was forced to use cheap rice paper instead of a 

sturdier material because of the lack of wealth in the area. Rice paper feels very flimsy -

kind of like a baking sheet- and much thinner than modern currency. Some states, such 

as Texas, printed currency on papyrus during the Civil War period, so it is possible to 

find currency made out of other material, but most CSA currency used rice paper. 

The Ink 

Most real CSA currency contains writing - most bills have hand written numbering and 

signatures -- in iron gall ink. Some denominations used a stamp for numbering but at 

the very least the treasurer had to sign the note. Iron gall ink has a dark brown color, but 

it also oxidizes over time which leads to bleeding through the back of the note. While 

some CSA notes have stood the test of time and resisted bleeding, you should be able to 

see the ink bleed through the back on nearly all legitimate notes. 
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A List Of Known Facsimile Confederate Notes 

Many reproduction or facsimile notes are printed 
on paper that has been chemically treated to give it an old, parchment-type look. The signatures 
at the bottom of these reproductions are usually stamped or signed in black ink. Most all original 
Confederate notes as well as most Southern State banknotes were hand signed in an indelible ink 

known as iron gall ink that originally was very dark blue-black ink but took on a brown color 
with exposure and age. While the signatures were always done in gall ink, serial numbers on these 

notes can be found in brown, red or blue ink. Confederate notes whose hand written signatures 
appear black should not automatically be discounted as fake notes. Sometimes examination of the 
black signature under good light and magnification will reveal a brown color in the ink. In some 
less common cases, the dark iron gall ink has not been affected by exposure or age deterioration. 
However, if the signatures of a Confederate note are black and of the same identical shade as the 
machine printed black portions of the note, then that is an indication that the note may be a fake. 
Another common feature with the use of iron gall ink on Confederate notes is iron gall corrosion 
which gives the appearance that the signature has burned or eaten through the paper. Iron gall 
ink corrosion is caused by the oxidation of the iron particles and the acids used to make the ink. 

Not all Confederate currency show the effects of this corrosion and notes without burnt 
signatures demand a premium over notes whose signatures have started to "burn" through. The 

50 cent Confederate notes of 1863 and 1864 are the only Confederate notes whose signatures were 
machine printed rather than handwritten. Modern facsimile notes greatly outnumber the 

originals and generally were intended to commemorate the Civil War Centennial. These notes are 
available at historic battlefields or from Sutlers at many local Civil War reenactments. Some 

facsimile notes also were offered during the 1950's in boxes of Cheerios cereal and in 
the 1960's and 1970's as promotional items for Topps and A.B.C. gum companies. 

A Note on Contemporary Counterfeits 

A contemporary counterfeit Confederate note is a note that was produced during the War. It may 
have brown or dark colored hand signatures. The best known counterfeiter of Confederate notes 

during the War was Samuel Upham, a Philadelphia businessman who started by producing 
stationary that showed Jefferson Davis's head to resemble a jackass. He eventually began 

producing counterfeit notes and CSA postage stamps in early 1862 which he sold for 5 cents each 
or $15 per 1000. Upham's earliest notes had his name and address on the very bottom edge of the 
notes. Upham soon found out that a number of people were cutting off the name and address on 
his notes and were using them in the South to buy cotton. He felt he ought to share in some of the 
profits so in late 1862, Upham began printing the notes without his name and address and raised 
the price of his notes. Towards the end of the War when Confederate currency was practically 

worthless, Upham was offering $20,000 in counterfeit CSA notes for only $5. Years after the war 
ended Upham claimed that he had printed 1,564,000 bogus notes between 1862 and 1863. He also 

boasted that Jefferson Davis had offered a reward in gold for his body, dead or alive. Today, 
Confederate contemporary counterfeit notes are very collectable and in many instances, worth as 

much as the authentic note counterfeited after, and in a few instances, it is worth more. 



A List Of Known Facsimile Confederate Notes 

$20; Sept. 2, 1861 
1524, 1624, 4854, 11220, 15241,15247, 102745, 131720 

$20; Dec. 2, 1862 
39590, 61372 

$20; Apr. 6, 1863 
77786 

$20; Feb. 17, 1864 
1372, 2625, 2626, 13410, 18410, 23483, 46410, 76627, 80967, 93941 

$20; illegible date 
15247 

$50; Slaves hoeing, with various written dates in 1861 
1365 

$50; Geo. Washington to side, with various written dates in 1861 

$1 00; Dec. 2, 1862 
84389 

$1 00; Apr. 6, 1863 
84, 933 , 2248, 2575, 29063, 29200 

$100;Fe~ 17, 1864 
801 , 836, 20396, 44248, 47128, 49953, 92685 

$500 with various written dates in 1861 
85 

3866 $500; Feb. 17, 1864 

$50; Jul. 25, 1861 
49935 

9229, 14682, 16599, 16760, 18278, 19834, 26326, 26949, 33546, 36776, 

393, 3546, 

$50; Sept. 2, 1861 
18441 , 18443,23510, 23961 , 31351 

$1 ,000; May 28, 1861 
46A, 82A, 88A, 176A, 178A, 197 A, 297 A, 321 A 

$1 ,000 with various written dates in 1861 
12, 88A 

82210 

$50; Dec. 2, 1862 
60423 , 85165 $10,000 (no such denomination ever printed by the CSA) 

88 
$50; Apr. 6, 1863 

3987, 4553,56557,86557 $1 00,000; Jul. 5, 1861 (no such denomination ever printed by CSA) 
4832 

$50; Feb. 17, 1864 
5670, 5920, 14949, 24791 , 25674, 59204, 61891 , 70104, 72104, 77114 
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$100; with various written dates in 1861 
85, 457, 487, 1367, 4182 

$1 00; Jul.25, 1861 
323118 

$1 00 with Train ; Various written dates May thru Oct. 1862 
25208, 52042, 53453, 57939, 127208 

$100; May 8, 1862 
108? 

$1 00 with Slaves hoeing ; Various written dates Aug. 1862 thru Jan. 1863 
389,459, 469, 4144, 50371 , 65798 

$100;Nov. 20, 1862 
65798 
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CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA 
If your note's serial number is listed below, then you have a fake note. Notes on this list are 

modern copies and have no collector value. 

50 Cent; Apr. 6, 1863 
104199, 104508, 861343 

50 Cent; Feb. 17, 1864 
6850, 83999 

$1 ; June 2, 1862 
355, 49092, 50381 

$1 ; Dec. 2, 1862 
658 

$1 ; Apr. 6, 1863 
1468, 16168, 18094 

$1 ; Feb. 17, 1864 
3691 ,32984, 42507, 76280, 82129, 82283, 83383, 85087 [may look like 83087], 89983 

$2; June 2, 1862 
2473, 6476, 48590, 211765 

$2; Dec. 2, 1862 
37232 

$2; Apr. 6, 1863 
46695, 51572 

$2; Feb. 17, 1864 
4505, 18491 , 32098, 34098, 48840, 93609, 98840 

$5; Jul. 25, 1861 
1953, 2070 

$5; Sept. 2, 1861 
4763, 11225, 1676~24497, 138570, 138590 

$5; Dec. 2, 1862 
6250 

$5; Apr. 6, 1863 
16165, 8·1072 

$5; Feb. 17,1864 
1138, 18262, 19640, 22147, 23580, 45806, 47333, 50243, 68771 , 76280 

$10;Ju1.25, 1861 
91497 

$10; Sept. 2, 1861 
420, 470, 1484, 5089, 8005, 8007, 19107, 71339, 77389, 81484 

$1 0; Sept. 2, 1 862 
581355 

$1 0; Dec. 2, 1862 
2973 

$10; Apr. 6, 1863 
37728,50883 

$10;Feb. 17,1864 
8470, 9825,14077,22462, 31680,32515, 40674, 40679,45447, 45951,45956, 55411,83185 

$20; Jul. 25, 1 861 
93351 



;· .·. 

A List Of Known Facsimile Confederate Notes 

Two Modem Fakes of the $500 "Stonewall" Jackson Note 
The fake notes may or may not have an ornate design on the back of the note. The authentic $500 note 

has a plain back to it. 

Two Authentic $500 "Stonewall" Jackson notes. 
The authentic $500 note has a plain reverse. 
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The Hobby Protection Act of 1998 states: An imitation 
numismatic item which is manufactured in the United States, or 
imported into the United States for introduction into or 
distribution in commerce, shall be plainly and permanently 
marked "COPY'. 

Unfortunately, many Confederate facsimile notes do not 
comply with the Hobby Protection Act, many of them having 
been printed in the 1950s and 1960s. Other modem notes don't 
comply because, well, who cares? The Federal Trade 
Commission is in charge of enforcing the Hobby Protection Act, 
and let's face it, they have bigger fish to fry. Besides, to add 
insult to injury, Confederate currency is considered to be foreign 
currency! 

! "Parchment" paper 1864 $500 T64 and 1861 $1000 

! Tl 

. Perhaps the worst offenders are the 
j "parchment" paper copies printed by the 

. . . . 1 .......................................... H1stor1ca Document Company, of 

Philadelphia. They have been around since at least the early 
1960s. (The company has been in business since 1926) There 
are 12 different sets including Confederate currency, state 
currency, Union currency, and Colonial currency. Perhaps the 
most infamous are the notes at the top left, the 1864 $500 
Jackson #16760, and the 1861 $1000 John C. Calhoun/ Andrew 
Jackson #297. If it is made from parchment paper, it is a 

fake! 
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Cheerios Premiums 1954 

Cheerios Premium money was issued in 
1954. For 25 cents and a Cheerios box top you 
received nine notes and an album. Cheerios is 

: .. ·~·~"""·~~---~--·--~w . .,. probably the best of all the older 
reproductions. Cheerios claims to have issued more Confederate 
currency then the Confederacy. I suppose the same could be said 
for Whitman Publishing Co., and the Historical Document 
Company. 

Whitman Publishing started printing a set 

~ , · ~:~· .:if-~ ... r~.{~~ ! of six Confederate notes ~roun~ 1959. The 
: ~··~ "· .. -·· ~· ,. .. . !: . \ company went out of business 1n the 1980s. 
··w····--~~.,.,..~~~-~·····; However, I have seen other examples of 
Whitman money that were definitely not issued by them. The 
backs of these notes are bogus and unique. 

: l TOPPS Chewing Gum 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

: .... _. Bogus and unique also describes the 
I 

! j backs of the TOPPS Chewing Gum notes first 
I 

, j issued around 1962 and later in 1964 by 
"'· ·~-~~-....... ~~--~-·~···; A&BC Chewing Gum Ltd. of England. There 
are 1 7 in this series. ( 15 in the A&BC set) These notes measure 
only 2.5 inches by 5.5 inches, a bit smaller than a modem US 
dollar. 
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1954 Facsimile Confederate note set from Cheerios cereal 

~ ............ -- .... -..... --
....... --- • -I l_.. 
--·"'"" ........... - p -- - -·~ .. - .... - .. --- . ____ ... _ .. _._ w- -
~:.:..·. - -.~:-~ - ...... -· ... ... -

Serial Numbers ofthe 1954 Cheerios Cereal Reprints 

1861 $1000 - #176-A 

1864 $500 - #9229 

1864$100- #9285 

1864 $50 - #77114 
1864 $2 - #32098 

1864 $1 - #82283 
1864$20- #13410 

1864$10- #83185 

1864 $5- #1138 



LIST OF KNOWN CONTERFEIT AND MODERN COPIES OF 

CONFEDERATE CURRENCY 

Counterfeit Confederate Currency 

The list below includes known reproductions of confederate currency. 
Some notes are counterfeit and some are simply modem copies. In almost 
every situation the note will be close to worthless. Counterfeit 
Confederate currency was printed for many reasons- sadly, so much of it 
was printed that it is not even collectible as an oddity or intrigue. Some 
counterfeit confederate currency sets can be bought for just a few dollars 
on the internet. 

50 Cent 

Apr.6, 1863:104199,104508, 861343 
Feb. 17, 1864:6850, 83999 

Denomination: $1.00 

June 2, 1862: 355, 49092, 50381 
Dec. 2, 1862: 658 
Apr. 6, 1863: 1468, 16168, 18094 
Feb. 17, 1864:3691,32984,42507, 76280, 82129, 82283, 83383 , 8~087 [may look 
like 83087], 89983 

Denomination: $2.00 

June2, 1862:2473,6476, 48590, 211765 
Dec.2, 1862:37232 
Apr.6, 1863:46695, 51572 
Feb. 17,1864:4505,18491 , 32098,34098, 48840, 93609, 98840 

Denomination: $5.00 

Jul. 25, 1861: 1953, 2070 
Sept.2, 1861:4763,11225, 16767,24497, 138570, 138590 
Dec.2, 1862:6250 
Ap~6, 1863:16165,81072 
Feb. 17,1864:1138,18262, 19640, 22147, 23580, 45806, 47333,50243,68771 , 
76280 

Denomination: $10.00 

Jul. 25, 1861: 91497 
Sept.2, 1861:420, 470,1484, 5089, 8005, 8007, 1910~71339, 77389,81484 



Sept.~ 1862:581355 
Dec.2, 1862:2973 
Apr. 6, 1863:37728, 50883 
Feb. 17,1864:8470,9825,14077, 22462,31680,32515,40674, 40679, 45447, 
45951,45956, 55411 , 83185 

Denomination: $20.00 

Jul. 25, 1861:93351 
Sept. 2, 1861 : 1524, 1624, 4854, 11220, 15241 , 1524 7, I 02745, 131720 
Dec.2, 1862:39590, 61372 
Apr. 6, 1863: 77786 
Feb. 17, 1864: 1372, 2625, 2626, 13410, 18410, 23483, 46410,76627, 80967, 
93941 
Unknown Date: 15247 

Denomination: $50.00 

Slaves hoeing, with various written dates in 1861 : 1365 
Geo. Washington to side, with various written dates in 1861: 3866 
Jul. 25, 1861 : 49935 
Sept.2, 1861 : 18441 , 18443, 23510, 23961 , 31351 
Dec.2, 1862: 60423, 85165 
Apr.6, 1863:3987, 4553, 56557, 86557 
Feb. 17, 1864:5670, 5920, 14949,24791 , 25674, 59204, 61891 , 70104, 72104, 
77114 

Denomination: $100.00 
with various written dates in 1861: 85, 457, 487, 1367, 4182 
Jul.25, 1861:323118 
with Train ;Various written dates May thru Oct. 1862: 25208, 52042, 53453, 57939, 
127208 
May 8, 1862: 1 08? 
with Slaves hoeing ;Various written dates Aug. 1862 thru Jan. 1863": 389, 459, 469, 
4144,50371 , 65798 
Nov. 20, 1862: 65798 
Dec. 2, 1862:84389 
Apr.6, 1863:84, 933, 2248, 2575, 29063, 29200 
Feb. 17, 1864:801 , 836, 16760, 20396, 44248, 47128, 49953, 92685 

Denomination: $500 

with various written dates in 1861 : 85 
Feb. 17, 1864:393, 3546, 9229, 14682, 16599, 16760, 18278,19834, 26326, 26949, 
33546, 36776, 82210 

Denomination: $1,000 

May 28, 1861: 46A, 82A, 88A, I 76A, 178A, 197 A, 297 A, 321 A, 8894 
with various written dates in 1861 : 12, 88A 

Denomination: $10,000 
(no such denomination ever printed by CSA): 88 

Denomination: $100,000 
Jul. 5, 1861 (no such denomination ever printed by CSA): 4832 


